David Wheeler  – Producer  –  Director  –  Operator  
	Personal Profile 


· 25 years Broadcast TV, plus Commercials, promos, music videos
· Series Director (inc.Top Gear 9 yrs)
· BBC Trained camera operator 

· Highly motivated team leader.
· Passion for networking and marketing
· Pro-active in all areas of work, high-achiever, ambitious. Driving Licence
This CV may be kept on file and distributed for employment purposes. 
· Producer, Innovator, Creative thinker, leader, motivator and advocate
· Directed in ‘all’ genres: Factual, entertainment, drama, docs, reality, news, music. + USA, Asia, Europe
· Directed in many subjects:  Cars, Science, Technology, Travel, Extreme Environments, Design, Nature…  

· Popular with contributors, students, presenters.

	Responsibilities           (Further Credits follow)                            Selected Achievements 


Senior Lecturer Staffs/MDX Univs
Leader, Advertising Film & Music Video Production. Re-launched course, increased recruitment 30%.
Series Dir. How Do They Do It?      Location filming, producing and interviewing for high-energy

          



      educational science/engineering programme – Discovery/ C5
Senior Director BBC Top Gear:
Nurtured new presenters, developed show style. 


Produced Ferrari Special programme (repeated 4 times)
Series Director “Star Portraits”
Developed new BBC1 show – Many celebrities, became the BBC’s highest rated arts show ever. (5.5 Million viewers)

Producer/Director 2 New Series
Produced Ep 1 of new drama-doc that ‘re-invented the way

Darlow Smithson Productions:
survival documentaries were made for the US audience’.

2005-06
Big budget management. Then Science of Survival series. 

Founder and MD StartinTV.com: 
Developed the new service, large website and business.
Careers Service and Agency.  
Design, Marketing and Promotion. Ltd. Business (2001-15)  

	Industry Partnerships


25 years in TV/Film & 9 years in teaching has allowed me to make wide connections at all levels. 
BAFTA – Film & TV Voting member
Commercial and Indie Production Companies

NAHEMI – Executive committee
Media City – BBC/ITV/Dock 10 Studios

ADCAN Awards – Charity campaigns
Erasmus International Student exchange

D&AD inc New Blood; Andy Sandoz.
BFI – Jo Cadaret 
Higher Horizons and Stoke CC Projects. 
Creative England – Charles Wace
International Moving Image Society (BKSTS)
Arri-UK – Milan Krsljanin, David Green,
and Creative Skillset (accreditations)
RTS – 3x nominee, Sheffield Doc Fest,  Televisual Factual Festival- London
Aesthetica Film Festival; Cherie Frederico
Linked in – BBC and Oxford Alumni
Judge – EVCOM Awards – Craft Skills
	Industry Experience


TV Series Director and Producer/Director, with 8 years on the leading motoring programme “Top Gear”.  Also Star Portraits, Holiday, SAS Jungle - Are You Tough Enough? Survival docs.

Technical Skills:  TV & Film Camerawork (studio and location), Still Photography, Sound, Studio and Location Directing, Editing and most associated disciplines.

Production: I have high-level experience of all parts of the production process, and with A-Listers, celebrities and scientists.  He has also directed TV Commercials, Music Videos and Corporate Films and judged the EVCOM awards (Corporate Video) on craft skills.
	Teaching Experience.  


Staffordshire University – Senior Lecturer Media (Film) Production Course since 2009. Course Leader Advertising Film and Music Video Production since 2016.  Strengths in Film supervision, Craft training, Pastoral care, Recruitment and Employability.  PgCHPE, PgDipHPE, FHEA.  

StartinTV Careers lectures – Bournemouth, Oxford, Ravensbourne, Goldsmith’s, Loughborough,

Teaching photography to 13 -17 yrs.  RYA Instructor; sailing for adults and teenagers.
I have developed and coached new talent, lecturers and new producers / directors in TV.
	StartinTV.com and Birmingham Films


I co-founded StartinTV.com (2001-15) with Richard Hammond.  Connecting programme-makers and industry newcomers. Marketing strategy, membership management. Financials.
Birmingham Films (owner) produce stylish automotive/engineering films for business.
	Awards


3 RTS nominations for BBC’s “Star Portraits”.
Jet Media award for Top Gear Ferrari Special

Licentiate of the Royal Photographic Society.

	Quotes and Press


 “Even if you care not a fig about cars and car people, a little gem like this can tell you more about life 40 years ago than a dozen documentaries.”  John Peel on The Car’s the Star
 “Thanks for the wonderful ‘Top Gear’ film you made of the Goodwood (car racing) Revival.  It’s the best coverage I’ve seen.  Stunning.”  Lord March

 “I have never worked with anybody who has such an innate visual ability.  David tells the story clearly with enormous panache.”
  Quentin Willson  -  Top Gear/Fifth Gear

“I am constantly amazed at David’s ability to use shots to make a mood. Half the time there’s no need for a script, his pictures say everything there is to say”    Jeremy Clarkson  -  Top Gear
	Professional Development 


IMAGO Teaching Cinematography Conference, Munich (Panel Member)
NAHEMI- Talking Shop- Speaker on Pastoral projects, Cinematography. 

PgDipHPE , following the PgCHPE at Staffordshire University, FHEA.
BBC Training:  Cameraman, Studio Directing, Location Directing, Commentary Writing, 
Robert McKee; Hollywood ‘Story Structure’ scriptwriting.  ‘Conflict in Factual’- Robert Thirkell, 
	Education 


Oxford University (Christ Church)  BA & MA (Hons) Chemistry. Pt2 Research/Thesis
Charterhouse, Godalming, Surrey.  Exhibition to Oxford.  3 science  ‘A’ Levels, 13 ‘O’ Levels 
	Interests


Sailing, cinema, photography, music, travel, skiing, tennis
	Personal Details & LinkedIn


e: davidHwheeler@btinternet.com     m:  07850 771108      h:  0121 449 3317.
12 Coppice Road,  Moseley, Birmingham,  B13 9DP.  Driving license:  Full, clean. British.
LINKED IN - https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidhwheeler/
Credits list - David Wheeler  Producer/Director
“The Fast Lane”  -  Director and Co-Producer Motoring and Gadgets.               

60-minute pilot for Intentio Productions.  Studio/Location, 2 crews, team of 25.  

“This is as good as Top Gear”. Robbie Brown – Director 
Shorts/Docs Promos.  Exec Producer; Docs, Promos & student dramas, Staffordshire University   

Birmingham Films.   Promotional Films - Mercedes Trucks, BMW, KPMW etc.  
Animal Heroes      PD Animal drama recons- Big Wave Prods- Animal Planet/Five     
New series in HD, first episode, using archive, reconstructions and sensitive family interviews. 
30 mins for tx 2009.          

“I loved the film.  I was riveted from beginning to end.“    

Mick Kaczorowski – Discovery US – EP Animal Heroes

The Gadget Show
Director – North One Television – Five   
        
Fast turnaround gadgets on location, working with 2 presenters at one time, making ‘spine’ films for the highly popular 1hr show.
The Garage.         Edit Producer Ep 1/  Director – Endemol TV - Discovery   

Location director for Jock’s road-tests in Spain. Visually stunning cars/locations/films.  Then edit producing first show with high-energy commentary and edit.  (Obs Doc – 60 mins)
How Do They Do It?     PD - High rating technology show - Wag TV - Discovery    

Filmed solidly for 7 weeks in USA. Science and technology with 3 NASA sites, various military establishments and Universities.  

 “David did a fantastic job delivering consistently strong pictures and thorough informative interviews.”  Richard Stansfield, Series Producer, Wag TV. (07941 651 693, Richard@wagtv.com)
Science of Survival  PD – 60 mins Survival Expert at Sea, Darlow Smithson – Discovery  
A high energy, high impact, info-filled programme, filmed with a US military survival expert. Shooting with helicopters, sinking yachts and life-rafts in shark infested waters.

 “Thank you, it will do Darlow Smithson proud with Discovery”  Alex Marengo  Ser Prod.
TOP GEAR              Location Producer/Director –            BBC 2                        

David has eight year’s experience as a senior director on ‘Top Gear’.  Producing films with the high-profile presenters was highly rewarding.  He nurtured newer presenters including Vicky Butler-Henderson and Jon Bentley.  Producing a strong mix of contrasting subjects and styles for the programme has been part of its success, supported by opinion, hard facts and humour.  

Coming Home - Susan Sarandon –  PD - Tracing her roots to Wales - BBC 1 Wales   .

Yellow Duck Productions – 3 days with Susan and 12 siblings/family. Operated 2nd camera and filmed in S Wales, Wiltshire and London.  30 mins.
Shark Survivor           PD - New series prog 1 - 60’ -Darlow Smithson - Discovery Version  
Described as genre busting and with cutting edge photo-real CGI to illustrate survival physiology.  Followed on from the success of ‘Touching the Void’.
“It’s a very, very good film.”  John Smithson.

Bad Lad’s Army 
PD -  Obs Doc  60’ – Twenty Twenty -  ITV 1

Obs Doc, 4 crews, production team of 20.  Led the team for 4 days to produce 1 programme of 6.
Star Portraits -  (5.5m) Series Dir.  2 Series- - Hotbed Media, BBC1  

BBC’s most highly-rated Arts programme.  Developed style for series and nominated for 3 RTS awards.  Warm, artistic and engaging.   8 x 30 mins.
 “David is a great director. We shot two cameras on location with a presenter a celebrity guest, and three artists to capture in a variety of locations and he never wavered.” 

Robert Chandler, SP,  (07801 628964, robert@spaceagefilms.co.uk).
House Doctor- Designs for Living   PD/Cam (2 x 60’) Talkback Thames - Ch 5    
Anne Maurice the House Doctor and lots of contributors, self-shooting and fast edits.

Everything Must Go   PD - Antiques & Collectables - 4 x 30’ – Hotbed Media - ITV 1     

2 cameras, 2 presenters and 1 show from 1 day’s shoot.  1 week edit for 30 mins.  

“A thoughtful and creative director with a vast experience who always delivers a richly crafted programme even on a fast and manic turnaround! “

Amanda Lowe -  Series Producer. 

SAS Jungle - Are You Tough Enough?   PD  Obs Doc in Borneo - 2 x 60’  BBC 2    

24 volunteers, 8 ex-SAS personnel and 6 crews in the Borneo Jungle.  David directed the first and fourth of the six 1hr programmes of this successful series; (prog 1 3.9m viewers on BBC 2.) Tough coverage of strong material made compelling viewing.  Selecting storylines, and constructing battles of nerves for the volunteers using video diaries, actuality and set up sequences. 

Bargain Hunt
Location Director x3 – Specials & Main Show  BBC 1       
David directed special inserts from Stately Homes for the Bargain Hunt Lives, as well as the regular shows with David Dickinson.  Flexibility is required with a variety of contributors, locations and tight schedules. David has returned to the show twice.

Health Challenge
Director/Cam - USA Obs Doc (DVC Pro50) -  Discovery Health.    

Director-cameraman in Philadelphia where unhealthy Americans are put through a variety of health schemes.
Small Town Gardens PD – New series 3x30’ - Rachel de Thame - BBC 2     

The Un-Natural History of the Car    PD 50’ Doc  BBC Wildvision – Discovery TLC   
ALSO Holiday, Tracks, The Car’s The Star, Tomorrow’s World -  Location Director  -  BBC 1
People Today – BBC Manchester -  BBC 1 – Live studio and location directing.

Entertaining on a Plate with John Tovey  Studio Director – BBC Wales for BBC 2

Eisteddfod   - Festivals and Events - Wales – Live and as-live coverage OBs for BBC 2.

See You Sunday – 20 x 2.5 hrs Live studios with Roy Noble      BBC 1 Wales

Wales Today – Live Studio Director  - 6 months – BBC 1 Wales 

TV Cameraman     Studios, OB’s,  Location -  BBC Wales. (8 years) 
Other work includes:      35mm TV Commercials:   Jaguar, Ford and Music Videos,  Corporate Videos:  Birmingham Films, The Edge, SoundandPicturehouse, Cricket.   
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